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Local Police & Fire Scrutiny Committee

Thursday 6 June 2019 at 2pm

Present: Councillors Clocherty, Crowther, Curley, Jackson, J McEleny, McVey, Murphy
and Quinn.

Chair: Councillor McVey presided.

In attendance: Corporate Director Education, Communities & Organisational
Development, Head of Culture, Communities & Educational Resources, Service
Manager, Community Learning & Development, Community Safety & Resilience and
Sport, Mr | Hanley (Community Safety & Resilience), Service Manager, Public
Protection, Mr J Douglas (for Head of Legal & Property Services) and Ms S Lang (Legal
& Property Services).

In attendance also: Detective Superintendent P Livingstone (for Chief Superintendent
G Crossan) and Sergeant J Logsdon, Police Scotland, Area Manager G Binning and
Group Manager D McCarrey, Scottish Fire & Rescue Service.

The following paragraphs are submitted for information only, having been dealt
with under the powers delegated to the Committee.

Prior to the commencement business, the Convener referred to the forthcoming retiral
of Chief Superintendent Gordon Crossan and, on behalf of the Committee, he asked
that his appreciation be extended to Mr Crossan for his 30 years’ Police service and, in
particular, for his two years’ service as Divisional Commander for K Division.

401 Apologies, Substitutions and Declarations of Interest 401

Apologies for absence were intimated on behalf of Councillors MacLeod, Moran and
Wilson.

No declarations of interest were intimated.

402 Scottish Fire and Rescue Service — Spotlight on Deliberate Fires in Inverclyde: 1 402
April 2018 — 31 March 2019

There was submitted a report by the Scottish Fire & Rescue Service providing details of
deliberate fire incidents which the service attended within Inverclyde during the period 1
April 2018 to 31 March 2019.

During the course of discussion on this item, reference was made to the retiral from the
Scottish Fire & Rescue Service of Andy Adams, the local watch manager paralysed as
a result of an injury sustained in responding to a fire in 2016. Members asked that the
Council’s appreciation be extended to Mr Adams for his many years of service as a
firefighter, as well as their best wishes for the future.

Decided:

(1) that the spotlight report on deliberate fires in Inverclyde be noted; and

(2) that a report be submitted to the next meeting of the Committee on fire incidents
in the Clune Park area, Port Glasgow.
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403 Police Scotland Performance Report: 1 April 2018 — 31 March 2019 403

There was submitted a report on the performance and activities of Police Scotland
during the reporting period 1 April 2018 to 31 March 2019.
Decided: that the information contained in the report be noted.

404 Domestic Abuse (Scotland) Act 2018 404

There was submitted a report by the Corporate Director Education, Communities &
Organisational Development on the Domestic Abuse (Scotland) Act 2018 which came
into force on 1 April 2019 and the resultant changes to criminal law for perpetrators of
domestic abuse in Scotland.

During the course of discussion on this item, Detective Superintendent Livingstone
undertook to arrange for clarification to be provided to Members on the differences
between Scots and English law in relation to domestic abuse offences.

Decided: that the introduction of the Domestic Abuse (Scotland) Act 2018 be noted and
welcomed.

405 Scottish Fire and Rescue Service — Draft Strategic Plan 2019 — 2022 405

There was submitted a report by the Corporate Director Education, Communities &
Organisational Development seeking approval to submit a response to the Scottish Fire
& Rescue Service Draft Strategic Plan 2019 — 2022.

Decided:

(1) that approval be given to the responses contained within the consultation at
Appendix 2;

(2) that Elected Members be given the opportunity to make further comment
regarding the consultation by 28 June 2019; and

(3) that the Council’s proposed response be submitted to all Members prior to its
submission by the deadline of 18 July.

406 Scottish Police Authority Annual Review of Policing 2018/19 — Consultation 406
Response

There was submitted a report by the Corporate Director Education, Communities &
Organisational Development seeking approval of the consultation response to the
Scottish Police Authority (SPA) in respect of the Annual Review of Policing 2018/19.
Decided: that approval be given to the response to the consultation as set out in the
Appendix to the report.

407 Local Police and Fire Scrutiny Committee Update Report (June 2019) 407

There was submitted a report by the Corporate Director Education, Communities &
Organisational Development providing an update on current and emerging national
issues relating to both Police and Fire & Rescue Services.

Decided: that the information contained in the report be noted.

At the conclusion of the meeting, the Convener, on behalf of the Committee, extended

his best wishes to Chief Inspector Debbie Reilly for her continued recovery following an
injury sustained tackling a shoplifter while off-duty.
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